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Alumni and Friends,

I’ve always found the time between Thanksgiving and Christmas as one of the most 
hectic times of the academic year. In addition to the typical rush that most of us experience 
in preparation for the holidays, the last five weeks in an academic setting are consumed with 
the preparation of exams, the preparation for those exams, the worrying, the grading, and 
then the often crazy, last-minute push to post grades and draw the semester to a close.

But the end of the fall term is also a unique mid-point in the academic year – because 
it’s at this point that students begin to recognize change at a different level. New students are 
about to have a semester behind them and are on the verge of figuring out the differences of 
a new educational environment. And then for many, the end of the tunnel comes into sight, 
and for those students nearing completion, a focus on what comes next is often consuming.  
In this sense, these five weeks aren’t just the mid-point of the year, they also serve as the 
fulcrum of what we do! Our College provides for a continuous cycle of encouraging change 
and supporting students as they grapple and deal with those transitions.

Those transitions are Donnelly’s legacy. For nearly 60 years Donnelly’s faculty and 
staff have been helping students to embrace change: in themselves, in their spirits, in their 
communities, and in their futures. Our graduates become that legacy – and alumni and 
friends often ensure that legacy for future generations of Donnelly students.

That the Donnelly community kicks off the holiday season with a special emphasis on 
recognizing and expressing gratitude to those that make our work possible, is just one of 
the many reasons that tell me I made the best choice in joining the Donnelly community. 
I have remarked on several occasions on how impressed I am by the sincere gratitude and 
appreciation that the Donnelly faculty and staff hold for those who help make our unique 
mission possible.  

As one other component of our expression of gratitude, in this issue we highlight 
those individuals, corporations and foundations that share their time, talent and treasure in 
support of Donnelly’s mission and the students we serve. The support and assistance of these 
individuals ensures that tuition remains low at Donnelly, that scholarship funds are available, 
and that our programming and activities are high quality to meet the needs of today’s 
workforce. But most importantly, the support we receive helps make Donnelly available each 
Fall term to new students seeking that change in their future – the legacy that you help us 
continue to build. For that we thank you.

I’d also like to take this opportunity to express my sincere appreciation for the welcome 
that I’ve received from so many of you. For those I’ve not yet met, I’m looking forward to 
seeing you at our next event or gathering and getting to know you a little better.

On behalf of our entire community, we extend holiday wishes and blessings to you and  
your families – 

LeADeR’S MeSSAGe

Steven M. LaNasa
President
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AbOuT DONNELLY’S 
LPN PROGRAM 

 
The Licensed Practical 
Nursing program was 

approved by the State board 
of Nursing in March 2008. 

Donnelly received approval 
for a maximum of 50 LPN 

students per year, with one 
cohort starting in January  

and one starting in June of 
each year.

Studies show that only 
11.6 percent of nurses in the 

u.S. are persons of color; 
only 1.8 percent of nurses 
are Hispanic. With a large 
percentage of Donnelly’s 

population being  
students of color, this new 

program situates graduates 
for a bright future in a 

growing field.

Donnelly will be hosting 
an open house and ribbon 

cutting ceremony in the 
spring to show off these 
renovations and the fully 

equipped LPN labs. Check 
our website, donnelly.edu, 

for the official date.

A major renovation of the building behind 
Donnelly College, known as Marian Hall, nears 
completion. This structure, which formerly 
housed nurses training with Providence Hospital 
and most recently served as an Archdiocesan 
assisted living facility for senior citizens, became 
Donnelly’s second academic building after the 
Archdiocese donated the structure to the college 
in 2007. Marian Hall will house Donnelly’s new 
Licensed Practical Nursing (LPN) program 
and in the future will also house an Elementary 
Education B.A. degree program, which is currently 
in development.

The renovation is part of the $2.8 million 
Title V grant for Hispanic-Serving Institutions 
that Donnelly received last year specifically to 
help start these two new academic programs. 
Construction began in May, and included a 
lengthy demolition process. The contractors kept 
some existing walls, terrazzo floors, windows 
and doorways to limit costs. Architects for the 
renovation were Hollis-Miller; contractors were 
Hoffman-Cortes, a minority-owned business in 
Kansas City, Mo.

The first two floors of Marian Hall were 
converted into classrooms for these programs, 
yielding an additional 25% of instructional space 
to the college. This includes three large lecture 
rooms and seven smaller classrooms, clinical 
space with an observation room, physiology and 
anatomy labs, two nursing resource rooms and an 
elementary education lab/clinical room.

The Title V grant contributed $720,000 for 
instructional space renovations. Additional work 
on restrooms and hallways were covered by  
other funding, including grants from The 
Sunderland Foundation, Cor Christi Fund  
and The McGee Foundation.

This project comprises the first phase of 
renovations to Marian Hall, as the third floor  
and basement renovations are currently  
under planning.

LPN students are exited to move into the 
new space in January and are proud to be a part of 
Donnelly’s first LPN class.

“All of us are so appreciative of the LPN 
instructors, faculty and staff,” said Cheryl Ray, 
current LPN student. “They truly want students to 
succeed and have made us feel important since the 
moment we first walked into the classroom. The 
renovations and new equipment are just the icing 
on the cake.”

AROuND DONNeLLy
MARiAN HALL PHASe i ReNOvATiON NeARS COMPLeTiON
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Left: New carpet, white boards, and paint gives classrooms a 
more modern look. Top Right: Desks, chairs, and white boards fill 
the new lecture hall on the first floor. bottom Right: Restrooms on 
first and second floors shine after the renovation.



DONNeLLy’S SOCCeR CLub TAkeS ON FACuLTy AND STAFF

The men’s and women’s soccer teams geared up for their fall season – and the fall 
semester – by challenging the faculty and staff to a soccer match at the Wyandotte 
County City Park in early September. Despite a valiant effort, the students outscored 
the faculty by two points and earned the coveted golden soccer ball trophy. Other 
students, Donnelly staff and faculty cheered the players on from the stands.
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eSL AND PReP eD STuDeNTS eNjOy A 
MiDTeRM bReAk 

In early October, students and staff from Donnelly’s 
English as a Second Language (ESL) and Preparatory 
Education programs spent the day attending their 
semi-annual picnic. Students of different cultures and 
ethnicities gathered together to get to know each other, 
participating in games for prizes and walking around 
Antioch Park. Many students brought a cultural dish 
to share, making the picnic an international feast. 
Donnelly’s ESL and Preparatory Education programs 
will hold a similar event in the spring. Alumni and 
friends are encouraged to attend.

FASHiON SHOw PROMOTeS DReSSiNG FOR SuCCeSS

In October, Donnelly’s Career Center presented a fashion show event for 
students, demonstrating appropriate attire for a professional job interview. Students 
participated as models, and Dr. Amber Reagan-Kendrick, Dean of Student and 
Community Services, shared interview tips. Cyrus Shadfar, Associate Dean of 
Preparatory Studies, led participants in a tie-tying contest.

DONNeLLy’S MeN’S SOCCeR TeAM TAkeS 
HOMe FiRST PLACe HONORS

Donnelly’s men’s soccer team finished their second 
season on top, taking home first place honors within the 
All-American Indoor Sports Division 3 league. This year 
marks the second season for the soccer club teams, but 
already it seems they are making a name for themselves. 

The final game began slowly with neither team 
appearing to have the edge. Donnelly then scored the 
only goal of the first half. The opposing team answered 
with a goal early in the second half, but Donnelly quickly 
responded by scoring five consecutive goals. The final  
score was 6-1.

Faculty team members pose after battling the 
men’s and women’s soccer teams. Top: Student 
models appropriate attire for a job interview.

Members of the men’s and women’s soccer teams huddle up before the 
men’s championship game.

Cyrus Shadfar (Associate Dean of Preparatory Studies), Steve LaNasa 
(President), and Kevin Kelley (Vice President and Dean of Instruction) have 

lunch with ESL and Prep Ed students at Antioch Park. 
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SCHOLARSHiP DiNNeR CeLebRATeS LeGACy OF THe SiSTeRS

Donnelly hosted its second annual Scholarship Dinner on 
September 6, 2008, at the Jack Reardon Convention Center 
in Kansas City, Kan. The dinner honored the Benedictine 
Sisters of Mount St. Scholastica for their many contributions 
to Donnelly. More than 300 guests attended the event, 
raising $104,050 towards the creation of a Benedictine Sisters 
Endowed Scholarship Fund. 

Keynote speakers included Lawrence (Larry) Ward, Class 
of 1956, and Anita Dixon, Class of 1984. 

Sister Constance (Connie) Krstolic, ’64, one of six 
Benedictine sisters who are also Donnelly Alumni,  served as 
emcee for the evening. “Where would many of us be if it were 
not for the dedication of the sisters at Donnelly?” she asked. 

The Robert Frost poem, “A Road Less Traveled,” provided 
the perfect theme for the dinner, as it illustrates Sr. Jerome 
Keeler’s bold vision for the college and its unique heritage. 

“The sisters have, without question, taken that path less 
traveled,” said Larry Ward, Chairman Emeritus, Shughart 
Thomson & Kilroy, P.C. “Almost sixty years later, the mission 
of Donnelly College remains strong. The need is still here for a 
Catholic college to serve those who would not otherwise have 
the opportunity for an education.

Donnelly was there for me, and I am proud to say that 
although I was the first in my family to graduate college, I was 
not the last.”

Anita Dixon, owner of Cultural Convention and Visitor 
Services, also gave a heartfelt testimony. “In 1982, as a single 
mom, I was led to Donnelly. I remember the prayer, ‘God 
anything that I can do to further my life.’ …My path has 
certainly been one less traveled, because I’m not your usual 
speaker-before-Congress that I turned out to be. And that’s 
because Donnelly constantly for the last 24 years has nurtured 
me through some aspect of what I was to become.”

Since Donnelly’s founding in 1949, the Benedictine sisters 
have contributed more than $4 million in services to Donnelly. 
To honor the contributions of these wonderful women, the 
college unveiled a permanent tribute to the sisters that is 
prominently displayed in the front hallway of the college’s main 
building. Alumni and friends are encouraged to stop by and 
see this impressive tribute, as well as 60-years of class portraits 
newly displayed along the walls of the first floor hallway. 

Prior to the scholarship dinner, guests attended an open 
house event held in Donnelly’s main building. Here they had 
the chance to mingle with the College’s new president, Steve 
LaNasa, other alumni, students, faculty members, friends of the 
College, and more than 60 Benedictine sisters. 

“In looking at Donnelly’s rich history, it is clear that the 
Benedictine sisters and all others involved have repeatedly 
taken the road less traveled,” said LaNasa. “Our approach has 
‘made all the difference’ to thousands of students and members 
of the Kansas City community. And today, Donnelly ranks 
among a very small number of private institutions nationally so 
committed to the form of educational access we provide. ”

“I am extremely proud to be a part of an institution with 
so much potential for growth—growth made possible by 
our continued commitment to the mission laid out by the 
Benedictines nearly 60 years ago.”

Archbishop Joseph Naumann and  
Sister Connie Krstolic, OSB, converse  
before the program begins.
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SCHOLARSHiP DiNNeR CeLebRATeS LeGACy OF THe SiSTeRS

Student ambassadors attending the Scholarship Dinner 
had a chance to mingle with alumni and friends of the 
college, learning about its history and legacy. “I learned so 
much about Donnelly at the dinner,” said Paola Zapata, a 
third-year baccalaureate student. “It was inspiration to hear 
what Donnelly means to different people and how it has 
made such a profound impact on their lives.”

Next year, Donnelly will host its Third Annual 
Scholarship Dinner on Saturday, September 26, 2009 at 
the Jack Reardon Convention Center. This dinner will 
celebrate a remarkable milestone for Donnelly, serving 
as the formal kick-off to the college’s year-long 60th 
anniversary celebration. Mark your calendars now to attend 
this remarkable celebration, and visit the website for more 
information.

Photographs, sponsors, video footage from the event, 
and a complete list of the sisters who have contributed their 
services to Donnelly can be viewed at donnelly.edu/dinner.

From far left: 

The sisters extend their hands 

and sing a blessing to begin  

the dinner.

Sister Rita Killackey, Board of 

Trustee, and Dr. John Murry, 

Scholarship Dinner Chairman 

(and President Emeritus) visit 

during the reception. 

Larry Ward, Class of ‘56,  

delivers a moving speech  

to listeners.

Sister Barbara Mayer, OSB, finds 
a familiar face while admiring the 
new class portrait displays at the open house 
event; Anita Dixon, Class of ‘84, hugs Sister 
Connie Krstolic, OSB, after speaking to  
the crowd.



Thomas Clark grew up in the shadow of 
Donnelly College, spending the majority of 
his childhood three blocks away from its first 
location on Sandusky Avenue. In his search 
for the right college, Clark admits that the 
“Catholic pressure” prevailed. His mother 
wanted him to go to Donnelly, so in 1956 he 
decided to give it a chance. 

Throughout his time at Donnelly, Clark  
was active in student activities while keeping  
his focus on academics. He also served as 
emcee for Donnelly’s choral group, led by Sister 
Suzanne (Schmelzle). 

“Sister Suzanne created this choral group 
to spread the good will of Donnelly to the 
community,” said Clark. “Most of my memories 
are of the sisters who encouraged me to work 
hard and, eventually, to continue my education.”

After graduating from Donnelly in 1958, 
he decided to go to the University of Kansas. “I 
remember Sister Sylvester (Elizabeth Coffey) 
being so proud of my decision to move on to 
KU,” said Clark. “She told me to either bring 
home a good diary or good grades.”

Clark graduated from KU with honors 
in 1961, obtaining both a Bachelor of Arts 
in mathematics and a Bachelor of Science 
in engineering physics with distinction. The 
university encouraged him to further his 
education in physics, but he was determined  
to study law. By this time, Clark had met the 
love of his life, Margaret Grace Cathcart, his 
wife of now 45 years. He wanted to stay near 
Margaret so he chose to attend the University 
of Kansas Law School. In 1964, he graduated 
from KU Law School and was admitted to the 
Missouri Bar. 

Clark practiced both criminal and civil 
law from 1964 to 1987, serving Kansas City 
as a prosecutor, trial attorney and assistant city 
attorney. In 1987, he was appointed to the 
Jackson County Circuit Court and continued to 
serve Jackson County as a Circuit Court Judge 
until his retirement.

“I learned quickly that it is best to be open 
with people in the courtroom,” said Clark. 
“I decided I’d rather have them leave the 
courtroom mad and well-informed than happy 
and deceived.” 

In 1997, Clark graduated from the National 
Judicial College at the University of Nevada in 
Reno with a Master of Judicial Studies degree-

Trial Judges major, a degree held by very few 
judges in the United States.

On August 26, 2008, Clark officially retired 
from the courtroom. However, he will continue 
to stay active in the community by teaching a 
trial practice course at Penn Valley Community 
College. He will also participate in senior 
judging in Kansas City, handling selected cases 
on a part-time basis for Jackson County.

“My experiences at Donnelly had a 
tremendous impact on me,” said Clark. 
“Throughout my life I always hoped to maintain 
the values and high purposes that I was taught 
at Donnelly.” 

Clark and his wife have two children, 
Thomas II and Catherine Louise, both of 
whom graduated from the University of Kansas. 
Catherine teaches English and math to junior 
high students in Paducah, Kentucky. Thomas 
II followed in his father’s footsteps, graduating 
from St. Louis University School of Law in 
1998 and becoming an Associate Circuit Court 
Judge in St. Louis in 2006. Clark and his son are 
believed to be the first father-son judge team to 
actively serve in Kansas City and St. Louis at 
the same time in the history of Missouri. 

ALuMNuS ReTiReS FROM jACkSON COuNTy 
CiRCuiT COuRT

“I remember 
Sister Sylvester 
being so proud  

of my decision to 
move on to KU.  
She told me to  

either bring home  
a good diary or  
good grades...”

“Throughout my life 
I always hoped to 
maintain the values and 
high purposes that I was  
taught at Donnelly.” 

8  WINTER 2008                                       www.donnelly.edu

ALuMNi SPOTLiGHT

Judge Thomas C. Clark
Class of ‘58

NeXT iSSue

Keep an eye out for the 

next issue of the Donnelly 

Digest, scheduled for March 

2009. We will be featuring 

images and information 

about our new logo and 

website! E-mail Jennifer 

Price, our Marketing 

Coordinator, at  

jprice@donnelly.edu  

to find out more!



Maria Martinez is a truly passionate individual. 
Although her family was poor, her parents always 
stressed the importance of education as the key 
to success. After graduating from high school, 
Maria looked at several local universities and found 
Donnelly to be the most affordable.  

Finding an affordable college was a priority for 
Maria because she had just become a new mother. “I 
wanted to be able to juggle work, school and being a 
mom,” said Martinez. 

Not only was she able to juggle it all, but she 
did so with tremendous success. As a student, Maria 
concentrated on her academics and discovered a 
passion for biology, nutrition and chemistry. She 
kept herself involved on the Donnelly campus by 
being a member of the Organization of Student 
Leaders (OSL), Phi Theta Kappa and the Bloch 
Scholars program. 

In 2006, Maria graduated from Donnelly and 
went on to attend Rockhurst University where she 
earned her Bachelor’s of Science in Nursing in May 
2008. Today, Maria proudly works as a Registered 
Nurse specializing in cardiac care at Children’s 
Mercy Hospital.

“Everything came together for me after 
I graduated and earned my RN degree,” said 
Martinez. “I was finally accomplishing all of my 
top goals - I got my degree, my son was thriving in 
kindergarten, and I was able to buy a house.” 

She gives credit for her success to Donnelly’s 
faculty and staff. 

“At Donnelly, the faculty’s belief in my abilities 
gave me an inner confidence that helped me realize 
I could reach any goal I set,” Martinez said.“They 
don’t let life’s issues hinder you as a student. Most 
of all, they understand that non-traditional students 
are real people, raising families, going to work, and 
balancing school on top of it all.”  

Maria is not the only  
Martinez to have felt the Donnelly  
difference – her younger brother  
also just graduated from Donnelly  
in May and is now studying  
architecture at UMKC. Her  
two younger siblings also plan 
 on attending college.

ReCeNT ALuMNA eARNS bSN DeGRee  
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ALuMNI SPOTLIGHT

MONTHLy ALuMNi LeCTuRe SeRieS SeT TO beGiN jAN. 17

Maria Martinez
 Class of ‘06

The Donnelly College Alumni 
Association will be offering a free monthly 
lecture series for all alumni and friends 
beginning January 17, 2009.

Faculty member and financial expert 
Steve Modrcin will be leading the lectures, 
scheduled to take place from 10:30 a.m. 
to 12 p.m. on the third Saturday of each 
month from January through April ( Jan. 
17, Feb. 21, Mar. 21, and Apr. 18). They 
will be held in Donnelly’s first floor 
meeting room.

Each of the lectures will focus on a 
different finance-related topic. The January 
session will cover Wall Street and the 
status of the economy; February’s session 
is set to focus on personal finance; March 

will cover financial planning; and the final 
session will address retirement planning.

In early November, Modrcin held a 
community lecture titled “A Walk Down 
Wall Street.” This presentation focused 
on the current status of the United States 
economy and investing.  The event was a 
huge success, so much so another lecture 
was held two weeks later. 

“Of all the financial seminars I’ve 
attended, this was certainly the most 
informative,” said Dan Braum, Alumni 
Board Chairman. “We felt this would be a 
great topic to expand upon for our alumni.”

Contact Roger Berg, Alumni 
Relations Coordinator, at (913) 621-8744 
or rberg@donnelly.edu to register.

Faculty member Steve Modrcin speaks to 
Donnelly community about the proposed bailouts 
at the first “Walk Down Wall Street” lecture. 



Attending Donnelly in 1949, Rita Dwight is part of 
the college’s first graduating class and one of the first three 
African American students to attend Donnelly College. When 
looking back at her time spent at Donnelly, she admits that her 
fondest memories are of the Benedictine Sisters of Mount St. 
Scholastica and the lessons they taught her.  

“They found out what our interests were. If we made a 
mistake, they sat us down to see what went wrong,” Dwight 
said. “The sisters tried to teach us about life and how to live 
peacefully with everyone.”

Dwight recalled Sister Anthony’s (Payne) words to her: 
“Never reject any idea, Rita. Store it in the vast memory  
bank of the subconscious, for today’s science fiction is 
tomorrow’s truth.” 

After graduating from Donnelly, Dwight transferred to 
Kansas State University. “Sr. Jerome (Keeler) was anxious to  
see how the first graduating class would do,” she said. “When  
I went to K-State to major in clothing retail, I scored in the 
90th percentile in every subject except physical science. But 
since Donnelly was not yet accredited, they made me enroll as 
a freshman. After the first year, they classified me as a senior.” 

Dwight went on to become a teacher. Her interest in 
education was evident when she saw an advertisement for child 
development certification and responded immediately. After 
receiving her certification, she taught pre-school for five years.

“Donnelly shaped the way I taught my students,” she  
said. “My theory was that no one fails in my class. I went  
to children’s homes and worked out programs for parents.”

Dwight has had a variety of careers, including licensed 
practical nurse at the University of Kansas Medical Center, 
assistant director of a 24-bed cottage at the Boys Industrial 
School in Topeka, a manager in the shipping department in 
the Kansas City Garment District, and a family aide for Alf 
Landon, who served as governor of Kansas from 1933-1937 
and was the 1936 Republican Nominee for President. 

“Mr. Landon knew my father,” said Dwight. “I planned to 
provide temporary help to the family for about three months, 
but ended up staying for four and a half years,” Dwight said. 
“While I was there, we had a visit from Ronald and Nancy 
Reagan and George and Barbara Bush. President Reagan 
frequently called to see how Mr. Landon was doing and invited 
both of us to the White House, but Alf ’s health failed before 
he could go. Barbara Bush is the one who pushed me into the 
field of education.” 

Dwight also took care of her mother, Georgia, from 1994 
to 2006. “My mother was a walking history book,” she said. 
“She knew Count Basie and Duke Ellington and frequented 
the Room Upstairs at 18th and Euclid, Kansas City, Mo., 
where Basie played, as well as the Blue Room.”

Dwight believes that Donnelly was a major influence in 
her life. “Donnelly taught me to love learning. It affected the 
way I relate to people and to the world,” she said. “It taught me 
that I was a citizen of the world and what I do affects others. I 
learned to respect humanity as a whole.”

ALuMNAe ACquiReD LOve FOR LeARNiNG AT DONNeLLy 
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ALuMNi SPOTLiGHT

“Donnelly taught me that I was a  
citizen of the world and what I do  
affects others. I learned to respect  
humanity as a whole…”

Rita Dwight (pictured far right), Class of ‘51, shakes hands with  
President Ronald Reagan and Nancy Reagan.

Rita Dwight comes from a family of history-makers. Her 
father, Edward, and brother, Edward Jr., have also had a 
hand in paving the way for African Americans. Following 
the Great Depression, Dwight’s father opened Kansas City, 
Kansas’ first restaurant for African Americans on the corner 
of 7th and New Jersey Ave. In 1961, Dwight’s brother, also 
a Donnelly graduate (class of ‘51) was chosen by President 

John F. Kennedy to become NASA’s first African American 
astronaut trainee. In the mid-1970s, his life began to travel 
down a different path when he became interested in the art 
of sculpture. Today, he has established himself as a world-
renowned sculptor and has created his own studio, Ed Dwight 
Studios, Inc. For more information, visit www.eddwight.com.

A FAMILY OF LEADERS
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iNTeReSTeD iN 
beCOMiNG A CLASS 
RePReSeNTATive?

The Donnelly College 
Alumni Association 
recently instituted a class 
representative program 
in an effort to better 
communicate with alumni. 

Many alumni have already 
signed up to represent 
their class. The following 
classes currently have a 
representative:

Class of 1951 
Class of 1953 
Class of 1957 
Class of 1959 
Class of 1962 
Class of 1963 
Class of 1966 
Class of 1967 
Class of 1968 
Class of 1971 
Class of 1984 
Class of 1986 
 
Don’t see your class? 
That means it still needs a 
representative!

To volunteer or for more 
information, contact 
Roger berg, Alumni 
Relations Coordinator, at: 
rberg@donnelly.edu 
(913) 621-8744

Dear Donnelly Alumni,
This summer I was asked to serve as the Donnelly College Class of ’63 

Representative. I hesitated at first, but Roger Berg, Alumni Relations Coordinator 
at Donnelly, and Pat Treff Callaghan, Class of ’59, both assured me that technology 
would bridge the gap of time and distance.  So, I agreed to serve the two-year term.

Then came the list of alumni to be contacted.  It was great reading through the 
litany of names, remembering so many of my classmates, and wondering how their 
lives had evolved.  I truly wanted to know, but, still actively teaching, I always had 
some other project beckoning. I postponed calling for a while, but once I started I 
didn’t want to stop.

What great people!  Everyone was cordial and appreciative of our efforts to 
re-connect with them. Even after a 45-year hiatus, suffice it to say there were very 
few short conversations.  I spoke with many locals, but also with alumni living in 
Massachusetts, Colorado, Iowa, Illinois, and South Carolina.  We shared memories 
of our times in the old building on Sandusky.  We remembered and appreciated 
our amazing Benedictine sisters. We spoke of the important difference this college 
experience made in the direction and quality of our lives in general.

 I still smile when I think of speaking with Pat Casey Knight, who was looking 
out the window of her quilting room in Iowa, pot roast in the crock pot while I was 
looking out my window at pink plastic flamingos and white egrets in my backyard in 
Miami, roast pork, black beans and rice awaiting me.  Now, just add other people’s 
situations to ours, and I’m sure we’d all marvel at the rich tapestry we have created. 

So why, you may ask, have I just shared with you my experience of being a class 
rep? I hope this little report will encourage members of other classes to step forward 
and serve.  As you can see, my efforts weren’t perfect, but they were important to 
Donnelly and its alums and personally rewarding to me.  In these times of anonymity, 
it is really wonderful to know that even after much time has passed you still belong 
somewhere and that you have been missed.

MARCiA DeLiCH bRAuN
CLASS OF ‘63

CLASS OF ‘63



LIFETIME SOCIETY

The Lifetime Society honors donors who have
generously contributed more than $250,000 over
their history of giving to Donnelly College.

Archdiocese of Kansas City in Kansas
Benedictine Sisters of Mount St. Scholastica
Thomas R. Bettencourt Living Trust
Willard J. & Mary G. Breidenthal Foundation
Francis Family Foundation
Goppert Foundation

H&R Block Foundation
Kansas Independent College Association
George and Marion LaHood
The J.E. & L.E. Mabee Foundation
Philomena Muntzel Estate
Rose Teicher Estate
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BIShOp
DOnnELLY CIRCLE
($30,000.00 + )

Archdiocese of Kansas City in Kansas
Bank of America
George K. Baum Family Foundation
Stanley H. Durwood Foundation
Francis Family Foundation
H&R Block Foundation
J.E. Dunn Construction Co.
Kauffman Fund for Kansas City
U.S. Dept of Education  

(Title V program)

FOunDERS CIRCLE
($15,000.00 + )

Willard J. & Mary G. Breidenthal 
Foundation

DST Systems, Inc.
Forster - Powers Charitable Trust
Kansas State Board of Regents  

(Kan-Ed)
The McGee Foundation
Sosland Foundation
The Sunderland Foundation
Westerman Foundation

TRuSTEES CIRCLE 
($5,000.00 + )

Bank Midwest
Benedictine Sisters of Mount  

St. Scholastica
Thomas R. Bettencourt Living Trust
Breidenthal Snyder Foundation
Dunn Family Foundation
William and Jean Dunn, Sr.
Richard J. and Laura Flanigan, Jr.
Dr. Kenneth Gibson and Dr. Jackie 

Snyder

Goppert Foundation
Inter-State Federal Savings
Jewish Heritage Foundation
John W. Johnson
Denise Kaczmarczyk
Kansas Independent College 

Association
Kevin M. Keefer
Master Craftsmen Foundation
Miller Nichols Charitable Foundation
Oppenstein Brothers Foundation
Mr. and Mrs. Jim Owens
R. A. Long Foundation
Harry L. and Helen M. Rust 

Charitable Foundation
Mr. and Mrs. Robert Sigler
Sisters of St. Joseph of Concordia
The Celebrate Foundation
TRAK East

pRESIDEnT’S
CIRCLE 
($2,500.00 + )

Bess Spiva Timmons Foundation, Inc.   
Ira and Florita M. Brady Foundation
June Donnelly
William and Marianne Dunn, Jr.
Gary D. Grable
Ira K. Witschner Charitable Trust
Dr. Steven M. and Rebecca LaNasa
Mary Elizabeth Martin Scholarship 

Trust
Lucie Jane Desloge McAnany 

Scholarship
Alice Jean McGurn
Metropolitan Community College
Desmond and Gretchen Powers
Security Bank of Kansas City
Sisters of Charity of Leavenworth
Sisters of St. Francis - Holy Eucharist

DEan’S CIRCLE
($1,000.00 + )

Anonymous
Daniel and Dorothy Beattie
BKD, LLP
Board of Public Utilities
George G. Breidenthal, Jr.
Cerner Corporation
Kevin A. Dunn
Fahey Family Foundation
Reverend Sam Faiola
Mr. and Mrs. Daniel Haake
Mrs. Maxine Harman
Henry Wurst, Inc.
JCCC Foundation
W. K. Kellogg Foundation
Lockton Companies, Inc.
Reverend William J. McKenna K.M. 

Foundation
John J. Mendez, Jr. and  

Mary Gonzales

Nebraska Furniture Mart
Park University
Sister Susan Pryor, SCL
Ramona Munsell & Associates, LLC
Dr. John Romito and Dr. Cynthia 

Romito
Anthony S. Skabialka
University of Missouri-Kansas City
Vivian and Hymie J. Sosland 

Charitable Trust
Ward Family Charitable Trust
Kent T. Zeller

DELTa CIRCLE 
($500.00 + )

AT&T Foundation - Kansas
Bartlett and Company Grain 

Charitable Foundation
Boeing Company
Daniel E. Braum
Mr. and Mrs. Robert M. Brown
Dr. Rita Burnett and Dr. Brett L. 

Ferguson
Catholic Mutual
Richard L. Day
Design Mechanical
Ewing Marion Kauffman Foundation
Joan Horan
Kansas City, Kansas USD 500
Kevin and Gloria Kelley
Mrs. and Mr. Vivian Levin
McAnany, Van Cleave & Phillips, P.A.
Gerard and Kathleen Meiners
Ramon Murguia
Dr. and Mrs. John P. Murry
Steve and Marcia Nicely
Mr. and Mrs. Franklin Parker
Jeanne G. Rau
Gerald B. Stephanz
George and Linda Tady
University of Saint Mary

HONOR ROLL OF DONORS
The Donnelly community acknowledges with deep 

gratitude the following annual gifts made from  
July 1, 2007, through June 30, 2008. 

It is because of this generosity that Donnelly 
continues to thrive after serving Kansas City for nearly 
60 years. We thank each and every donor and volunteer 
whose gifts last year truly helped build Donnelly’s 
growing legacy!

what your gifts made possible this year:

“Donnelly has made 
it possible for me 
to continue my 
education.” Jaime Arreola

• Educated 1,058 students in a nurturing learning environment

• Awarded $329,735 in scholarships to students

• Graduated our first class of baccalaureate students

• Awarded 45 students with their Associate Degree in May

• Received state approval for Licensed Practical Nursing program

• Started the first LPN class in June 2008



HOW yOu CAN  
GIvE BACk

Why? 

There are many reasons for making a gift
to Donnelly College:
• to support our mission/programs
• to invest in education to change the 

community
• to continue the Catholic tradition of 

education rooted in values
• to give back to the next generation
• to take advantage of charitable 

education tax credits.

Ways to Give Back:

• Checks, Cash, Credit Cards
• Stocks, Bonds, Mutual Funds
• Wills and Bequests
• Charitable Gift Annuity
• Charitable Remainder Trust
• Life Insurance
• Donate your time and talent - 

VOLUNTEER at Donnelly

If you would like more information about 
making gifts to Donnelly College, contact:

Emily Buckley
Director of Development 
(913) 621-8731 or  
ebuckley@donnelly.edu
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FRIEnDS CIRCLE
($100.00 + )

Dr. and Mrs. Phillip L. Accardo
John and Renee Arnett II
Su Bacon
Baker University
Mrs. Carole Bartolac
Robert R. Bartunek
Mr. and Mrs. Michael E. Becker
Mrs. Evelyn Bernica
Naomi K. Bowen
Marcia D. Braun
Breakfast Cosmopolitan Club
Mrs. Terrill Bresette
Tom and Darla Brown
Emily Buckley
Gene Burdolski
Stephen F. Burger
Denis and Donna Callaghan
Patricia and Bernie Callaghan
Chevron Phillips Chemical 

Company LLC
Norman Coakley, Jr.
Andrea Colgan
Conception Seminary College
Tom Cooley
Ben Craig, Jr.
Clarissa M. Craig
Ronald Davis
Mr. and Mrs. Thomas E. Day
Richard and Helen Deitchman
Father Robert Deming
Jeanne Dervin
Mr. and Mrs. Carl J. DiCapo
John and Nancy Dillingham
Mr. David Disney
Bishop Marvin Donaldson
Mr. Don Doucette and  

Ms. Lynn A. Drazynski
Mrs. Teresa Duma
El Centro, Inc.
J.M. Fahey Construction Co.
Linda Faulkner
Kathleen O. Favrow
Dr. Frances Foster
Mr. and Mrs. Harvey Fried
Mr. and Mrs. Steve M. Gering
Mr. and Mrs. Wayne Giles
Ms. Lisa Gioia
James A. Goethe
Greater KC Community 

Foundation
Fred Grogan
Daniel and Patricia M. Haake
Dr. Jack L. Haden and  

Mrs. Christine K. Haden
Dr. Gladys G. Hankins
Col. Hardy Hay and  

Mrs. Frances Hay
Mary C. Heiman
Mr. and Mrs. Jeffrey R. 

Heimbach
Anna Marie Henderson
Mr. Doug J. Hermes
Father Michael P. Hermes
Mrs. Zita M. Horan
Father Frank Horvat

Therese Horvat
Mr. Richard Horvatic
Ms. Mary Hunkeler
Edward Hutchison
IBM Corporation
Industrial State Bank
Steven Jansen
Mike Jones
John and Rita Jurcyk, Jr.
Patrick G. Keating
Mr. and Mrs. Charles Kendrick

Mr. Gerald D. Kendrick
Maureen Kennedy
Reverend Robert L. Kerr
Robb and Kathy King
Marguerite P. Klasinski
Mr. and Mrs. Robert Kobler
Mr. & Mrs. Joseph Jerome 

Kolich
Shirley Kuestersteffen
Lario Oil & Gas Company
Joseph A. Lastelic
David J. Lipp
Dennis and Patricia Long
Margaret Long
Mr. and Mrs. Robert Martin
Lawrence and Linda McGurn
Joseph and Sharon McKinney
Ms. Mary K. McPhee and  

Mr. William Pfeiffer
Josef P. Meditz
Merrill Lynch & Co. 

Foundation, Inc.
Metcalf Bank
Robert J. Meyers
Howard C. Miller
Roy and M. Mitchell
Brian and Karen Moore
Jacqueline J. Morales
Ms. Rose F. Munjak
New York Life Foundation
Chris and Sharon Nicely
Dr. William S. Nicely
Occidental Petroleum 

Corporation Matching Gift
Mr. and Mrs. O’Hara
Rev. John J. Oldfield, O.A.R.
Leo J. Orth, Jr.
P&G Fund Matching Gift 

Program
Dr. William Pallett
Mr. and Mrs. John Petz
Dr. Charles Podrebarac and 

Mrs. Mary J. Podrebarac
Peter J. Quiroga
Craig and Dianne Ratkey
Dr. Amber Reagan-Kendrick 

and Mr. Gerald D. Kend
Madelyn and Ed Regan
Dr. Charles M. Renne
Mr. John D. Rios
Rockhurst University
Carmen Rodriguez
Phyllis A. Rodriguez
Bernard and Helen Ruysser
Mr. Gary Sage
Dr. Merna-Saliman and Mr. 

Stewart Saliman
Ms. Frances Sanders
Mr. John L. Schneider
Seigfreid Bingham Levy  

Selzer & Gee
Susan and Richard Serrano
Father George A. Seuferling
Cyrus and Mimi Shadfar
James Sheeley
Mr. Raymond E. Simonich
Sisters of St. Francis-Savannah
Helen Skradski
David A. Smith
Mr. and Mrs. Doug Spangler
David L. Spehar
Sprint Foundation
Richard Storm
John and Della Swoboda
Ed Tinsley
James M. Tobin
Toni J. Tortorilla
Mr. and Mrs. Derl S. Treff
Tshibanda & Associates, LLC
Unified Government of 

Wyandotte Co. & KCK
Judith Van Rest
Michael P. Waliczek
White Bird Philanthropy LLC
Mrs. Rose Marie Wilch
Paula G. Willett
Mr. and Mrs. John C. Williams
Mr. Alfonso J. Zarate

GIFTS-In-KInD 
Art’s Mexican Products
Cater Time Vending
Fritz’s Union Station Rest.
Gates & Sons Barbecue
Mr. Richard Grosko
Hy-Vee of Gladstone
Kansas City T-Bones
Sister Rita Killackey, OSB
Mad Jack’s Fresh Fish 
Mr. Michael Madrigal
MeMa’s Bakery
Pizza Hut
Mr. and Mrs. Nate Robinson
Sara’s Flowers

HONOR ROLL OF DONORS

“Instructors are 
active participants 
in my academic 
success.” Brittany Emerson
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hOnOR &
MEMORIaL GIFTS
Lawrence McGurn in honor of Alice Jean McGurn
Don Komer in memory of Anna Marie Costigan 

Schneider
Marcia D. Braun in memory of Anne Rahija Delich
Rose F. Munjak in memory of Anthony J. Munjak, Sr.
Charles E. Thompsonin memory of Bud Blake
Dianne Ratkey in honor of Craig Ratkey
Bob Xidis in memory of Del Jurden
Marvin Donaldson in honor of Donna Donaldson
Teresa Duma in memory of Dr. E. J. Grosdidier
Judith Flynn in honor of Dr. Ken Gibson and Dr. 

Jackie Snyder
Judith M. Guarr in memory of Father Ray Davern
Alice J. McGurn in memory of Father Ray Davern
John J. Oldfield in memory of Father Ray Davern
Joseph A. Lastelic in memory of Fr. Harold Wickey
American Century Foundation in honor of Henry 

Bloch and William Dunn Sr.
Bernardine Gabel in memory of Kathleen Lynch 

McCoy and Mary Anne Lynch Coffman
Linda S. Chase in memory of Max A. Chase
Josephine Lynch in memory of Mrs. Kathleen McCoy 

and Mrs. Mary Anne Coffman
Joseph A. Lastelic in memory of Msgr H. N. Mejak
Loretta A. Bates in memory of Peggy Hoytal
Evelyn Bernica in memory of Peggy Hoytal
Barbara Ramirez in memory of Ramon Ramirez
Carmen Rodriguez in honor of Ruth Goodson
James M. Tobin in memory of Sisiter Elaine Crawford 

and Sister Faith Schuster, OSB
Michael J. McGrath in memory of Sister Regina 

Hansen, OSB
Therese N. Wilkes in memory of Sister Alberta Stack, 

OSB
Sisters of St. Francis-Savannah in honor of Sister 

Dorthie Anne Hall
Judith A. Evans in memory of Sister Jerome Keeler, 

OSB and Sister Mary Faith Schuster, OSB
Darren Osburn in honor of Sister Marie Kathleen 

Daugherty, SCL
Kathleen O. Favrow in memory of Sister Mary Faith 

Schuster, OSB
Richard Horvatic in memory of Sister Mary Faith 

Schuster, OSB
Lucy E. Saunders in memory of Sister Mary Faith 

Schuster, OSB
Ward Family Charitable Trust in memory of Sister 

Mary Faith Schuster, OSB
Lucy E. Saunders in memory of Sister Scholastica 

Schuster, OSB
Joanne Couture in memory of Sister Virginia Minton, 

OSB
Jim Callowich in honor of The Benedictine Nuns
Howard C. Miller in honor of The Class of 1976

HONOR ROLL OF DONORS

LEGaCY SOCIETY

The Legacy Society recognizes all donors who have 
included Donnelly College in their estate plans.

Ann T. Armbruster†
Father Thomas R. Bettencourt† 
Clarence Bukaty† 
Olive Ann Beech† 
Mayme and Anthony D’Agostino† 
Tom Daly† 
Edith and Harry Darby†

Father Ray Davern† 
H.M. Floersch, M.D.†
Beatrice Glynn† 
Clarence Goppert†
George and Ethel Scott Gray†

Marian Haveker†
Father Michael Hermes
John Horan† 
Timothy Kruse
Edwin† and Helen McAnany
Lucie J. D. McAnany† 
Margaret McCarthy† 
Philomena Muntzel† 
Vivian J. Sosland† 
I. Richard Spann† 
Charles M. Sugar† 
Rozella K. Caldwell Swisher† 
Rose Teicher† 
Helen K. Trant† 
Adeline J. Walton† 

† deceased

Have you made a planned 
gift for Donnelly? Please let us 
know so we can add your name to our 
growing Legacy Society.

KEELER SOCIETY

The Keeler Society recognizes all donors who make 
monthly contributions to Donnelly College, and honors 
the legacy of Sister Jerome Keeler, who dedicated 
herself tirelessly to making Donnelly a reality and a 
transformational experience for students.

Tom Brown
Dan and Patricia Haake
Dr. Steven M. and Rebecca LaNasa

VOLunTEERS
Patricia Antonopoulos                  
Lanny Bachtle                          
Willa Jean J. Bennett                  
Daniel E. Braum                        
Marcia D. Braun                        
Vonzetta Buchanan                      
Alverne C. Bush                        
Kimberly Bush                          
Patricia C. Callaghan                  
Susan Carroll                          
Gay D. Crudup-Suber                    
Danielle S. Dickinson                  
Anita Dixon                            
Rita J. Dwight                         
James Echols                           
Bernard Franklin                       
Tina L. Gerber                         
Dr. Kenneth Gibson         
Michelle Hall, Summit Marketing                
Patricia Sanders-Hall
Diane K. Hentges                       
Xiachang Her                           
Delia Hernandez                        
ShaVaughn Holloway                     
Charlotte Horvatic                     
Carol Knight                         
Patty Kroll
Martha LaVan                           
Lorraine Long
Sister Barbara Mayer, OSB                          
Nancy Meis                             
Wendy C. Menjivar                      
William J. Miller
Dr. John P. Murry
Steve Nicely 
Ravi Neupane 
Michelle Noyes, Summit Marketing                   
Barbara A. Page-Stocks                 
Deloris Pinkard                        
Luis Rodriguez                         
Loretta Ross                           
Janie Schumaker
Kate Smith                       
Rudy Stupar   
Sister Judith Sutera, OSB                         
Marilyn J. Vranicar
Gloria Willis 
Paola Zapata

“Donnelly is preparing 
me for the world I am  
about to step into.” 

  LaRodrick Robinson

We apoligize for any errors or omissions in this report.
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Father Francis Moriones, 97, passed away November 29, 
2008. A former instructor at Donnelly, Father Moriones is fondly 
remembered by many students and staff. He taught at the college 
for 21 years before moving to the Tagaste Monastery in Suffern, 
New York.

While teaching at Donnelly, Father Moriones was also the 
first pastor of St. John the Divine parish in Kansas City, Kansas. 

“It was a small parish and he would take the time to visit every 
family, often to have dinner,” said Carmen Rangel, parishioner. “He 
was such a happy person; someone who always lit up the room.” 

Father Moriones wrote multiple books on theology, and also 
had a passion for teaching and golf.

At the age of 90 he learned how to use a computer and began 
a major literary work on St. Augustine of Hippo, which was 
published in 2004 by the Library of Christian Authors, the most 
prestigious religious publishing house of Spain. 

When completed, the book was presented to Pope Benedict 
XVI along with an earlier work, his award wining Enchiridion 
Theologicum Sancti Augustini. Each book contained a hand-
written dedication in Latin to the Pope. Father Moriones received 
a gracious letter of thanks from the Holy Father.

Father Moriones is remembered by many Donnelly alumni as 
a truly inspiring soul.

“I took every class that he taught at Donnelly,” said DeAnn 
Trowbridge, Class of  ’69. “He was so uplifting.”

“I’ll never forget his passion, insight and challenging teaching 
method,” said Andres M. Dominguez, Class of  ’79. “We were so 
blessed at Donnelly to have had his presence.”

FACuLTy FOCuS
ReMeMbeRiNG FATHeR FRANCiS MORiONeS

DONNeLLy iNSTRuCTOR weiGHS iN ON “bORDeR wAR”
Steve Jansen, Donnelly 

history instructor and Program 
Coordinator for the Associate 
Degree Program at Lansing 
Correctional Facility,  recently 
appeared in the television 
documentary, “Border War.” The 
documentary was produced by local 

sports network, Metro Sports, and aired Nov. 26-27.

The documentary detailed the historic roots of the Kansas-
Missouri rivalry, beginning with the guerilla combat of pre-
Civil War America, and continuing today on the playing fields 
of athletic competition. 

As a main commentator, Jansen focused his remarks on the 
history of Kansas and Missouri throughout the late 1800s.

Metro Sports contacted Jansen about the documentary 
in December 2007 because of his expertise in the field of U.S. 
history. Jansen’s expertise stems not only from his academic 
degree, but also his 22 years of experience working as the 
director of the Watkins Community Museum in Lawrence.

Although his loyalties were not discussed in the 
documentary, Jansen admits that he is a devoted Jayhawk fan. 
“I reside in Lawrence,” said Jansen. “I graduated from KU, my 
two children went to KU for their bachelor’s degrees, and my 
wife works at the university. I would say that makes us definite 
Jayhawk fans.”

To view the trailer for this documentary or to learn more, 
please visit www.borderwarrivalry.com.

Top: Father Moriones (middle) speaks to Delia Hernandez 
(left), Class of ‘84, and other students during class. Above: 
Father Moriones encourages students in his class.
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For more 
information on 

Donnelly’s upcoming 
events, visit our website:

www.donnelly.edu

 
CALeNDAR OF eveNTS

JAN 5:

JAN 17:

FEB 2:

FEB 21:

MAR 21:

APR 18:

APR 1:

APR 18:

APR 19-20:

APR 23-24:

MAY 16: 

Spring Registration begins (classes start Jan.12)

Alumni Lecture Series: 
“A Walk Down Wall Street”

black History Month presentation

Alumni Lecture Series:
“Personal Finance 101”

Alumni Lecture Series:
“Financial Planning & Your Future”

Alumni Lecture Series:
“Retirement Planning”

Poetry Festival

Delta Dash 5K Run/Walk

Alumni Phonathon

Multi-Cultural Festival

Graduation

Friends, alumni & neighbors are invited 
to join us at any of these events.


